Executive

MESSAGE

Thank to our donors, this past year was filled
with incredible achievements. We announced
the finale of our most ambitious fundraising
campaign yet to build a new chemotherapy
suite for the Dr. H. Bliss Murphy Cancer Centre
through the In This Together Campaign.

$5 MILLION CAMPAIGN
GOAL ACHIEVED!
We were fortunate to receive wonderful
support for this campaign and are thankful
for each and every gift received in support
of the goal of building a new state-of-the-art
chemotherapy suite for cancer patients.
The Foundation announced the end of this
campaign in June 2020 with the largest gift ever
given in support of cancer care in our province
by an individual, with a personal contribution of
over $1,000,000 from Mr. Robert Regular.
We are excited to share what motivates him with
his philanthropy in this report.

COVID-19 had an impact during 2020 in every
facet of our community – and cancer care was
no different. Despite these challenges and thanks
to your support, we were able to continue to
provide assistance to cancer patients and their
families through our Patient and Support Fund.
Additionally, Cancer Transitions was delivered
virtually by the oncology social work team,
allowing cancer patients across the province to
avail of this patient support program, and helping
them cope with the challenges they face after
their cancer treatment.
The mission of the Foundation is to support
excellence in cancer care, and this year’s Report
to Our Donors focuses on how your donations
have made an impact in the areas of:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Investments in Cancer Treatment Equipment
Investments in Patient Support Programs
Investments in Education
The Power of Partnerships

Our ability to invest in these critical areas is only
possible through your donations and partnering

for cancer care. Although we are unable to
highlight every donation, please know that your
generosity is greatly appreciated.
We have a lot of passion for the work we do at
the Dr. H. Bliss Murphy Cancer Care Foundation,
and so much of it comes directly from you,
our donors. In this light, our fundraising and
administrative expenses – the costs associated
with running the Foundation – are managed
carefully by our Board of Directors. Our goal
is to provide our donors with measurable and
impactful results for entrusting your donation to
cancer care.
Thank you for your ongoing support of cancer
care in Newfoundland and Labrador!
Sincerely,

Gary Smith		
Chairman		

Lynette Hillier		
Executive Director

The Value of Being A

CHAMPION FOR GOOD

Jim O’Toole became a patient of the Dr. H.
Bliss Murphy Cancer Centre back in 2018. At
just 38 years old, he was diagnosed with Renal Cell Carcinoma and Melanoma.
As a firefighter with the St. John’s Regional
Fire Department and a father of two young
boys, his diagnosis had a huge impact on his
life. Jim quickly got involved with the Foundation and its initiatives while undergoing treatment, and has been an advocate for cancer
patients ever since.
We are happy to report that Jim is now cancer free, and still gets involved any way he
can.
Click the image on the left to watch a video where Jim discusses the importance of
getting involved, and helping your neighbor, through our annual Polka Dot Trot.

“

In This Together

CAMPAIGN

The Foundation received a generous donation of more than $1,000,000
from Conception Bay South lawyer and business owner, Robert R. Regular.
This generous gift completed the $5,000,000 goal of the In This Together
Campaign to build a new Chemotherapy Unit at the Dr. H. Bliss Murphy
Cancer Centre.
We are thrilled to receive this extraordinary contribution from Mr. Regular.

“

These funds have completed the $5,000,000 fundraising
campaign towards a new chemotherapy unit for the Dr. H.
Bliss Murphy Cancer Centre. We are profoundly grateful
to Mr. Regular for his philanthropy and recognizing the
importance of enhancing cancer care for cancer patients
and their families in Newfoundland and Labrador.

”

- Karl Smith, Chair of the In This Together Campaign

I was inspired and felt
compelled to make this
donation to assist in the
completion of a new
Chemotherapy Unit,
which is so desperately
needed and is such an
important project.

”

- Robert Regular, Donor
In This Together Campaign

The decision to make this donation was years in the making from Mr. Regular. He explained that, after witnessing his friend and client, the late Chesley Penney, make a substantial donation to a cause that was important to
him, Mr. Regular made a promise to himself to, one day, do the same thing.
“I knew that the beneficiary of my gift would be the Dr. H. Bliss Murphy Cancer Care Foundation after many family members from mine and my wife’s
family received their own cancer diagnosis within a short period of time.”
Our sincere thanks to Robert Regular for his generosity and commitment to
the In This Together Campaign.

New Chemo Unit

VIRTUAL TOUR
Click the button below
to watch a virtual tour of
the design for the new
chemotherapy unit being constructed at the
Dr. H. Bliss Murphy Cancer Centre in St. John’s.

PLAY

Investment in
PATIENT SUPPORT
Imagine the emotion that sets in when someone hears the
words, “You have cancer.”
PANIC. FEAR. WORRY.
Now, add in the financial burden that can accompany that
diagnosis, on top of everyday expenses – travelling to appointments, parking, and medications – all while a patient
may no longer have a regular income.
For many in Newfoundland and Labrador, that stress is a
reality. Cancer is a huge strain on their finances.
With your help, the Dr. H. Bliss Murphy Cancer Care Foundation’s Patient and Family Support Fund, completely funded by your donations, is there to help our most financially
challenged cancer patients and their families.

Investment in

EQUIPMENT
Despite entering the virtual world in 2020, our signature
event, The Polka Dot Trot, was a huge success. With
over 500 participants, 55 teams and 5,144 individual
donations, we raised over $270,000! Participants from
St. John’s, Fogo Island, Port Aux Basques and as far
away as Ontario, participated to support cancer care...
right here!
From the funds raised this year, the Foundation awarded
funds to purchase new treatment planning software for
the Radiation Department.
THANK YOU to all of our loyal participants and donors
for making this happen!

,

Click the video thumbnail above to hear Maria Corsten, Division
Manager of Medical Physics and Radiation Safety Officer, Cancer
Care Program of Eastern Health, explain how funds raised by the
Polka Dot Trot affect cancer care and benefit cancer patients in
Newfoundland and Labrador.

The Power of

PARTNERSHIPS
Despite all of the changes brought upon us by the pandemic,
there are some things that never changed – like cancer
treatment. With all the chaos and uncertainty that existed in
the world, it was even more important that the experience for
pediatric patients who needed to receive radiation treatment
during the pandemic was the same, like the Toybox.
Little things like the Toybox mean so much to the pediatric
patients and their families. The goal of the Toybox Project is
to provide comfort for the child and their family during a very
stressful time by filling the Toybox with their favourite things.
Our thanks to Newfoundland Power for all they do to make
the journey a little easier for cancer patients and their
families.
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

Willow Weir, a 6-year-old patient from Roddickton proudly
displays the prize she chose from the Toybox on her last
day of radiation treatment.

A Tribute to

Dr. Kim Edward Hong
FEBRUARY 15, 1937 - JULY 13, 2020

Dr. Kim Hong was a Radiation Oncologist who practiced for nearly 35 years
in the province of Newfoundland and Labrador. Dr. Hong was best known
for his passion and commitment to his patients and their families, providing
cancer care to thousands of people until his retirement in 2007.
During his 35 year career, Dr. Hong held a variety of positions in Cancer
Care, Nuclear Medicine, Radiology and Radiation Oncology. Additionally,
he taught at Memorial University’s Faculty of Medicine, being appointed as
Clinical Assistant Professor of Radiotherapy at Memorial University in 1973,
and Clinical Associate Professor of Radiation Oncology in 1983.
Dr. Hong was instrumental in the development of the Dr. H. Bliss Murphy
Cancer Centre and what is now known as the Cancer Care Program of
Eastern Health. In 1976, he helped to move the Cancer Clinic from the
General Hospital to the new Health Sciences Complex and again to the
Dr. H. Bliss Murphy Cancer Centre when it opened in 1994.

In 1999, the Foundation established the Dr. Kim Hong
Endowment Fund through a fundraiser hosted by Dr. Hong’s
family, friends, colleagues and former patients. Through their
efforts, an endowment was created that honors Dr. Hong
and the importance he placed on advanced and continuing
education for cancer care. The fund has sent cancer care
professionals from Newfoundland and Labrador around the
world to access leading edge education opportunities.
In 2008, he was the first and currently only, recipient of the
Honorary Lifetime Board Member of the Dr. H. Bliss Murphy
Cancer Foundation. We are so thankful for the life and
contributions of Dr. Kim Hong and his legacy will continue to
impact cancer patients and their families for many years to
come.

Impact of the Dr. Kim Hong
Endowment Fund

$ 272,161

3,984

FIVE

26

Distributed in education funding
to 96 cancer care professionals
in Newfoundland & Labrador

Countries and 36 cities have been
travelled to by award recipients
for educational opportunities

Total number of hours funded
for professional education in
cancer care

Different advance degree
programs have been funded by
distributed scholarships
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Lynette Hillier, Executive Director
Email: lynette.hillier@easternhealth.ca

Gary Smith (Chair of the Board)
Executive Vice President, Fortis

Emily Geary, Senior Development Officer
Email: emily.geary @easternhealth.ca

Robert Andrews, QC
Ex Officio, McInnes Cooper Law Office

Megan Ludlow, Development Officer
Email: megane.ludlow@easternhealth.ca

Victoria Belbin, Chief Executive Officer, Atlantic
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Deborah McNiven, Financial Administrator
Email: deborah.mcniven@easternhealth.ca

Gilbert Bennett, Executive Vice President
Power Development, Nalcor

Danielle Poirier, Communications Designer
Email: danielle.poirier@easternhealth.ca

Fred Chaytor, Associate Owner
Shoppers Drug Mart
Matthew Galgay
Partner, BDO
Kim Keating, Chief Operating Officer
The Cahill Group

Paige London, Vice President Finance & CFO
Newfoundland Power
Janet March, Business Manager
Oil Heat Association Newfoundland & Labrador
Jamie Schwartz, Retired President & CEO
Deer Lake Regional Airport Authority
Andy A. Turnbull, Chief Executive Officer
Nunacor Development Corporation
Larry Vodden, HSSEA Director
Wood Group
Debbie Walsh, VP, Cancer Care Program
Eastern Health
Steve Winter, Consultant
Argyle Consulting Inc.
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ON THE COVER (L-R): Justin Campbell rings the Bell of Hope with his fiance, Dominic Foley, by his side.

